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 58 THE QUARTERLY REVIEW OF BIOLOGY VOLUME 76

 Only in the last two decades, with the opening of the
 Muir papers and the expansion of environmental

 studies, have several major new biographies ap-

 peared. According to Steven Holmes, these recent

 studies continue to be unduly influenced by ear-

 lier publications.

 Holmes proposes to reconstruct the real John

 Muir through an enterprise he dubs "environmen-

 tal biography," bywhich he means "a richly textured

 account of the development of his patterns of rela-

 tionship with specific environments-natural, do-

 mestic, and built-in which he lived and moved and

 had his being over the course of his lifetime" (p 9).

 He argues that it is important to pay special atten-

 tion to the ways in which Muir's "relationships with

 particular places were shaped and given meaning

 through personal psychological dynamics, through
 specific ideas and feelings, through interpersonal

 relationships, through cultural influences and so-

 cial structures, through the memories and images

 of the loved (or feared) places of his past, and

 through his apprehensions of the larger forces and

 powers of the universe" (p 9). A particular form of

 psychoanalysis, object relations theory, provides the
 theoretical underpinning for the story, but Holmes

 also draws widely from other fields, which range

 from environmental and social history to gender

 studies and geography.

 To complete his ambitious agenda, Holmes has

 adopted two strategies. First, he focuses the narra-

 tive around three specific themes: the young Muir

 as "wild child," the role of religion in shaping Muir's

 ideas, and the use of metaphors of domesticity to

 characterize Muir's relationship with the natural
 world. Second, Holmes limits his coverage to the
 first half of Muir's life. As with previous examples

 of psychohistory, many of the author's claims are

 necessarily conjectural, but the results are nonethe-

 less interesting, accessible, and often insightful.

 MARK V BARROW, JR, History, Virginia Polytechnic
 Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia

 THE CORRESPONDENCE OF CHARLES DARWIN. Vol-

 ume 11: 1863.

 Edited by Frederick Burkhardt, Duncan M Porter,
 Sheila Ann Dean, Jonathan R Topham, and Sarah

 Wilmot. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge Univer-

 sity Press. $85.00. xlii + 1038 p + 11 pl; ill.; index.
 ISBN: 0-521-59033-7. 1999.

 This volume is part of a monumental project that

 has adhered to the highest standards of scholarship.

 Since 1974, teams of researchers, led by Frederick
 Burkhardt in the United States and Sydney Smith

 in England, have gathered approximately fourteen

 thousand letters to and from Darwin, mostly from

 the University of Cambridge library, with the rest re-

 flecting the worldwide connections of the founder of

 modern evolutionary biology. The multivolume

 correspondence will be an authoritative reference,

 and in addition, there are ample resources for fresh

 thinking about the sources and implications of Dar-

 win's ideas.

 The 1863 volume displays Darwin's massive scien-

 tific correspondence, which served the synthesizing

 naturalist as his eyes and ears on recent discoveries.

 He showed patience, curiosity, and an ardent com-

 mitment to his theory of species development

 through natural selection in, for example, his ex-

 changes with naturalists in Trinidad, Cape Town,

 Ceylon, and New Zealand. In addition, early in the

 year, he built a greenhouse on his property at

 Down. It provided a place to house tropical plants

 sent by correspondents and to engage in experi-

 mental breeding to assess the development of spe-

 cies variation. The editors even include lists of Dar-

 win's "hothouse plants" (pp 746-753).
 Less than four years after the publication of The

 0rigin of Species, Darwin took an avid interest in

 tracking the reception of his ideas. For example, he

 assessed books by his friends, Charles Lyell's Antiq-

 uity of Man and Thomas Henry Huxley's Evidence as

 to Man 's Place in Nature (both published in February

 of 1863), explicitly in terms of their degree of sup-

 port for his theory. He admired Huxley's bold dis-

 play of anatomical similarities between humans and

 apes, while he was "fearfully disappointed at Lyells

 [sic] excessive caution in expressing anyjudgment

 on Species or origin of man" (p 181). In this period

 before the publication of TheDescent ofManin 1871,
 Darwin was still publicly cautious about this human

 application of his theory and was avidly looking for

 work that would prepare the public and the scien-

 tific community for this shocking proposition.

 Nonspecialist readers will enjoy the riveting de-

 tails of science and personal life that the letters and
 all the editorial commentary provide. The book is

 an inside look at the founder of Darwinism strug-
 gling to make his theory a success.

 PAULJ CROCE, American Studies, Stetson University,
 DeLand, Florida

 THE CAMEL'S NOSE: MEMOIRS OF A CURIOUS SCIEN-
 TIST.

 By Knut Schmidt-Nielsen; illustrations by Kathryn K

 Davis. A Shear-vater Book. Washington (DC): Island

 Press. $24.95. xi + 339 p + 8 pl; ill.; index. ISBN:
 1-55963-512-6. 1998.

 Autobiographies deserve more attention than they

 get, especially from younger scientists. In particu-

 lar, they provide a much needed counterpoint to

 scientific papers. Articles, even reviews, deliberately

 distort history-what editor allows or what reader

 will endure all of our missteps, blind alleys, and con-

 ceptual peregrinations? One gets from this book
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